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Mrs. C. H. Steinmann Fatally Injured In Wreck

The shock experienced by close friends of the family of C. H. Steinmann and that of O. T. Willrich, when the news was received by telephone early in the afternoon of Sunday, that the automobile driven by C. H. Steinmann, had turned over three times on the concrete highway about five or six miles from Brenham, and that all occupants were injured, one fatally, can be easily imagined.  It is deploring enough to be compelled to chronicle the incident, without giving a prolonged detail of the accident that claimed Mrs. Steinmann.  The sudden termination of a drive to the Agricultural and Mechanical College at Bryan, which had all the pleasure stored for offering, is sufficient in itself to warrant the mention that it is most deplorable.

Mr. and Mrs. O. T. Willrich and little son, O. T. Jr., and their niece Miss Lorine Kruse, and Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Steinmann had left La Grange early Sunday morning, their destination being College Station where the son of each of the two families are in attendance upon the College.  The trip from La Grange to Brenham was uneventful; after a brief stop, a short meal, the journey was resumed, with Mr. Steinmann at the wheel, Mr. Willrich and son alongside.  In the rear seat on the right side sat Mrs. Steinmann, next to her Mrs. Willrich and Miss Kruse.  We pass the detailed mention except to state that , as told to the Journal, Mr. Steinmann, finding his progress suddenly blocked by another automobile, crossing – the driver of the other vehicle came in ahead of the Steinmann car – the highway, he swerved the car to the opposite side and applied the brakes.  It all happened in a moment.  The Steinmann car ceased to travel naturally, turned completely over three times and finally settled on its side.

All managed to crawl from the wreck except Mrs. Steinmann and Mr. Willrich; the latter was helped to a seat and while still conscious complained of pain and his head dropped onto his breast.  Mrs. Steinmann, partly out of the car was bleeding profusely and her husband, frantic, sought to compel her to speak; blood gushed from her face and head, she lived only a few moments.  All were taken as soon as possible to the Milroy Memorial Hospital at Brenham, where surgical and medical aid was given, but upon examination by the surgeons, it was found that Mrs. Steinmann was beyond all earthly help.  Her body was taken in charge by the Brenham undertaker, and prepared for burial.

Mr. and Mrs. Willrich remained at the hospital, Mr. Willrich, according to all information obtainable, received a dislocated vertebrae and was promptly placed in firm leather bandage, X-ray examination did not disclose a break, but a dislocation; Mrs. Willrich, suffering internal pain and injuries to limb was able to see some of the many inquiring friends, and Miss Lorine, whose foot was cut, was also retained at the Hospital.  Little O. T., the son, escaped injury.  Mr. Steinmann, injured severely by bruise, with possible internal injuries, refused to remain at the Hospital, and accompanied the body of his wife to La Grange, in an automobile, and both the funeral coach and the automobile reached here shortly before eight o’clock.  In care of Dr. Hoch, Mr. Steinmann was put to bed and made as comfortable as possible.

Monday afternoon, Rev. Chas. Nash, pastor of the First Presbyterian church officiated at the funeral.  Mrs. B. C. Westbrook of Dallas, niece of Mr. Steinmann, sang “Abide With Me,” at the home, preceding the religious services.

Interment was held at the new cemetery.  The attendance upon these last rites was very large, the saddened faces gave evidence of the sincere sympathy that all encouraged for the stricken family.

Ladies of the Eastern Star, auxiliary of the Masonic Order, attended in a body, and officers of the auxiliary rendered the beautiful and impressive ceremony at the open grave.  In attendance, also, were the cadets from A&M College, of which Weldon Steinmann was captain.  Flowers, coming from every neighborhood, beautiful emblems, a profusion that was spread out beyond the plat of ground, completely hid the earthen couch.

The active pallbearers were: Geo. E. Lenert, W. W. Few, John Schroeder, Roy H. Giese, P. A. Nikel, Wm. Loessin, Cooney Letzerich and E. H. Moss.  The honorary pallbearers, all friends of the family.

Sunday last was “Mother’s Day.”  To these two families the day had a special meaning, each had a son at the College; the happy expectancy, of pinning a flower on the boys at this College where the day was to be appropriately commemorated is easily imagined.  That pleasure a mother encourages, to witness the presence of her son, and to have been honored with the duty of pinning that flower, unmindful of any other possibility than to arrive at the College, be greeted by their sons, and spend a in accord with the day, is recognized.  Chatting, looking forward to the hour when the exercises were to be held, few hours in genuine happiness, these two mothers were relegating all else, and then – with the swiftness of the arrow the sudden change.  The red flower, to have been worn by Weldon Steinmann, the son, was removed, and the white flower taken.

Mrs. Steinmann, a daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Willenberg, was born in La Grange, August 26, 1881, the third daughter and the fifth child, and was reared in La Grange.  Her death leaves only one member of the Willenberg family, the eldest son, E. R. Willenberg of Freeport.  She was united in marriage with C. H. Steinmann in La Grange, November 11, 1906, three children were born to this union.  These are:  Chris A. of Dallas, Miss Mildred, and the youngest son, to graduate in June from the A&M College; Weldon.  She is also mourned by two nieces and one nephew.

Mother’s Day!  What destiny could have assumed control on this the day when the offspring had welcomed the hour the recognition of the day could be given.  What can mortals, imbued with the thought that a tribute to the living mother would bring happiness and incite more ennobling deeds on the part of the boy or the girl who experiences the joy to remember her, offer except to encourage the hope that it was so decreed.  Question not, is the rebuke; the Journal editor, ever willing to add to the happiness of those who are so deserving, witnessing the scenes that brighten the eyes of the parent and child and bring a happy beat to the heart, feels the keen loss that this husband and these children experience.  What comfort can the Journal offer to them in this their hour of grief, except to point out the way, and accept the mandate as issued.  Cruel?  When we contemplate the happiness that seemed to have been suddenly elevated to the throne, and witness the cruel change, from laughter to sob, from smile to tears, nothing seems to be at our command.

Let Him who stilled the storm and rebuked it, look upon those who today are bowed in grief and stay the sorrow that has been so heavy.

