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Died From Exposure

Edwin R. Warnken, second son of Alderman August Warnken of La Grange, died from exposure last Friday evening, exposure following an explosion on W. L. Moody’s motor boat that had been used by a party of friends, enroute from Galveston to Lake Surprise from a hunt.  The explosion occurred when the motor boat ceased to operate and gasoline was being put into the carburator.  Following the explosion, the flames spread rapidly, causing all aboard to jump into the bay.  Four of the men who jumped overboard, Mayor Holcombe of Houston and his brother-in-law, B. W. Steele of Houston, and C. J. Lilley, the editor of the Houston Press, and Edwin Warnken, remained in the water for over two hours, clinging to a floating mattress, and this extremely cold water is responsible for the exhaustion that followed.

Edwin died shortly after being pulled aboard the motor boat Joy of League City.  Captain John with a party of hunters, bound for another camp came upon the scene and effected the rescue of the men in the water.  Mr. Warnken of La Grange was promptly notified and left at once for Galveston, returning with the body Saturday night, and having it taken to the Warnken home on the hill north of town.  Sunday afternoon the funeral was held and the remains taken to the new cemetery for interment, Rev. Tenney of the Presbyterian church officiating.  The Handel Club sang several hymns and beautiful  flowers, banked high, completely hid the mound.

Edwin Warnken, the son of August and Fannie Warnken, was born in La Grange, January 1, 1889, and grew to manhood here. Early in life as a young man, he gave it as his desire to study law, and after completing his studies in La Grange at the local schools, entered the State University and was also a student at the A. & M. College, and then entered the Cumberland Law School, Lebanon, Tennessee, where he took up the study of law.  Completing his course there he returned to Texas and for a while resided in Austin.  He was united in marriage with Louise Walton of Austin and to them one daughter was born.  The widow, the daughter, the father and one brother survive.  There are many other relatives.

Edwin was successful in his practice of law and later, after removing to Houston, accepted the position of assistant district attorney for the Houston District, United States of America, and the Southern District.  From 1921 until the close of the past year he held that position , handling all the principal cases dealing with the important liquor law violations in his district.  After resigning his position he removed to Galveston and became the law partner of A. Y. Bryan, Jr.  He was associated with Mr. Bryan at the time of his death, and was general attorney for the American National Insurance Company of Galveston.

We refer to his passing with sincere regret, and to those who shall miss him and were close to him by ties of blood, we offer our sincere sympathy.

A detailed account of the explosion aboard the Anico and the subsequent two hours of floating about in the bay was given by Mayor Holcombe, as follows:

“I had just looked at my watch, while efforts were being made to start the engine, and said, ‘Well, boys, it’s 5:20, so we won’t have time for any hunting tonight.’ There was some joking regarding what would happen if the boat were to blow up, and Warnken said, ‘Well, if she blows up I’m going overboard.  I’d rather drown than burn.’  It was only a few minutes after this remark that the engine backfired and a sheet of flame covered the cockpit.

“We all jumped overboard and Lilley and I clung to a small mattress that had been thrown overboard by someone when we jumped.  Steele was hanging on to a suitcase, which bobbled up and down like a cork.  We finally worked out mattress over to him and got hold of him.  He was pretty weak by this time.

“Warnken was holding on another small cushion or mattress and was some distance from us.  We called to him to work over toward us, but he couldn’t make it.  We could hear him calling to us in reply to our shouts for about an hour, after which we heard nothing more.  Heavy rubber boots and a hunting vest worn by him probably wore him out and weakened him.

“Lilley, who has been a pretty good swimmer, tried to get over to the Anico after Huddleston, Lyons, Moody and Anderson had put the flames out, but the cold water had weakened him so that he was forced to return.  We then tried to work the mattress over toward the boat, but met with indifferent success.

“When we sighted the Joy we all shouted will those aboard the Anico fired their shotguns.  We were afraid for a time that the Joy hadn’t seen us, as we saw her sheer away, but she turned our way a few moments later and picked us all up.  If the Joy hadn’t come along then, we could not have lasted more than ten minutes longer, as we were all pretty weak.”

When Warnken was taken aboard the boat, he was in a semiconscious condition.  Efforts were made to revive him by Dr. Huddleston, but he died a few minutes after.

The Joy brought the party to Galveston, where they were met by two ambulances of F. P. Malloy & Son.  The three Houstonians were taken to the John Sealy Hospital, where they were bundled up in warm woolen blankets, while the others were taken to their homes.

The Anico was towed into port early yesterday evening.  Captain Charles Anderson remained with the Anico when the remainder of the party was picked up in the launch Joy.  Sunday morning the Anico was discovered and towed to the wharf near Lake Surprise by Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Boney, keepers at W. L. Moody Jr.’s hunting lodge.  Mr. Boney used a motorboat which was given to him earlier in the winter by a man whose life he saved when the man was stranded on an oyster reef in the vicinity of Lake Surprise.  T. C. Mather and Paul Purdy went to Galveston in the latter’s launch and towed the Anico home, Captain Anderson returned with them.

The Anico was found not to have been as badly damaged as was at first thought.  The fire fed altogether on gasoline, and inflicted practically no serious damage on the machinery or the hull of the boat.

