Wharton newspaper clipping ca 1954

Wharton, Texas

Huebner Heads Radio Research At Texas A & M

Dr. George Huebner is the principle scientist doing radio research work for long range forecast. Huebner, the son of Mrs. George Huebner and the late Mr. Huebner is in the department of meteorology and oceanography at A & M College.

The scientist who three years ago this April showed the world how to track and forecast a tornado’s strike is now trying to translate the noise of static into information that can improve long range forecasting of violent storms or weather fronts.

Static is simply the noise made when the electrical impulses which all clouds carry is discharged or “swapped” around. A & M Scientists are tuning in on this static with ground based radio receivers and depending on the static frequency or intensity, they can spot potential storm conditions at ranges far beyond where radar can now function efficiently.

It is hoped that static noises from far off weather fronts will be analyzed by weather experts who can determine if potentially violent weather is building up. Radar will then check information as the storm moves closer.

Texans have a prime stake in this work. For Texas is at the bottom of a trough that U.S. weather scientists call "Tornado Alley.” This is a four state area which includes Texas, Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma. Residents of the Tornado Alley are now in what is normally the season for violent disturbances of the tornado type. April, May and June are generally the worst months in these four states. There were 104 tornados reported in Texas last year during the three month period.

Huebner, a native of the community, is a graduate of the Wharton Schools.

