The Sulphur Daily News

Sulphur, Louisiana

August 31, 2004

Edna Willrich

Mrs. Edna Mills Willrich, 96, longtime DeQuincy Civic leader and teacher, passed away Thursday, Aug. 26, 2004. She had been a resident of DeQuincy for 73 years.

Born in Pickering Feb. 1, 1908 to Lovic Nathaniel Mills and Hettie Davis Mills, she lived her early years in Pittsburgh, Texas. She graduated from Baylor-Belton for Women, and was a 1928 graduate of Louisiana College where she was selected "Most Beautiful Girl".

She did post graduate work at Iowa State College at Ames. She taught school in Oberlin and DeRidder and arrived in DeQuincy in 1931.

She married local businessman, Jake Willrich, in 1934 and their only child, Candace, was born in 1946. Her husband's untimely death in 1952 made her one of DeQuincy's earliest businesswomen when she assumed the operation of the Willrich Oil and Gas Company. After leasing the business to Standard Oil Company, she resumed her teaching career.

She was Home Economics teacher at DeQuincy High School for many years and taught several generations of DeQuincy women in the art of homemaking. She was the sponsor of the Future Homemakers of America who hosted the DeQuincy Chamber of Commerce banquet for many years. She was a member of the Calcasieu and Louisiana Retired Teachers Association. She was a member of Delta Kappa Gamma for 40 years. She was a charter member of the DeQuincy Study Club in 1938, serving as President as well as many other offices. One of the club's many accomplishments was the founding of DeQuincy's first library. She was an active member of First Baptist Church, where she was a Sunday School teacher, member of the choir, bereavement committee, and the WMU.

She was a member of the Order of the Eastern Star for 77 years, holding all stations including Worthy Matron. She was the recipient of DeQuincy's Civic Service Award in 1998.

Survivors include her daughter, Candace Cooper and son-in-law, Gary W. Cooper; granddaughter, Lauren Cooper; grandson, Ben Cooper and wife, Mary; and great-grandchildren, Bryce and Jake Cooper, all of DeQuincy. She was preceded in death by a sister, Zelma Mills Bobbitt.

Visitation will continue at Snider Funeral Home Sunday from 9 a.m. until time of services which will be held at 2 p.m. at First Baptist Church of DeQuincy. The Rev. Byron Comish will officiate. Interment will be at Rigmaiden Cemetery. Words of comfort may be shared with the family at www.mem.com.

